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FIVE GOSSIPY LETTERS. 

[The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has recently acquired a large 
quantity of correspondence of the firm of Reed and Forde, of this city, 
from which the following letters have been selected. Other selections 
will appear in subsequent numbers of the Penna. Mag.] 

t, T York Town 27 th May 1778. 

Dear Jack, j 

I receiv'd yours of 10th Inst & am Glad to find that 
Boston exceeds your expectation, don't doubt but you 
will like it much better when you are acquainted with 
some of our hearty Lads. Should be very happy if I 
could be there with you, that is not possible at present. 

Sam is exchanged, has been at Camp these some days, 
past, but I have not the pleasure of seeing him yet 
neither has Richard who was with the whole fraternity. 
I fear I will not have an opportunity as he writes he is 
engaged in Gen. Greene's department, to be stationed in 
New England and going off immediately for Boston 
where I hope he will see you. 

The specimen you gave me of your grand living, puts 
me in mind of the many happy days I have spent in the 
Dear place & almost makes my mouth water as you 
supposed, & long to be there more than I have done for 
some time past. I commend you for your prudent con- 
duct on the Long Wharf on Sunday & would advise you 
not to counteract the Orders of those Sunday Fishermen, 
as many young fellows have brought themselves into 
trouble by it. I should be very sorry that should this 
be your case; when you are in a strange place you must 
conform to their Customs, that is to say, when you are 
with Yankees do as they do. . . . There are large Betts 
laid we shall be in possession of Philada. in a few weeks, 
perhaps my next may be from there. 
Yours Sincerely 

J. W. Checkley. 

[To John Reed, Boston.] 
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Reading June 13th 1778. 
Dear Jack. 

I wrote you by the return of Mr. Brailsford which I 
suppose you have received long before this. ... I am 
here on a visit as doubtless you know — I am somewhat 
acquainted here — shall set off in a day or two for York 
Town, where I expect we shall finish in about two months. 
Do wish me joy, I have had the happiness to see my 
brother Sam, who stayed with me four days at York 
Town. 

I have received Richard's & Col. Cranch's letters by 
Mr. Graydon, shall forward them the first opportunity. 
A General Exchange for those in the long service has taken 
place. John has gone in with what prisoners were in 
this place, so we have nobody to keep the Table. 

Our present Quarters are much more disagreeable 
than when we kept here, we live at a Dutch house & of 
course we have our victuals cooked in the true Dutch 
taste & pay but two dollars pr day for this extra living. 
Gen. Mifflin would not be easy 'till Richard was with us — 
he was obliged to join us tho much against his will. The 
General has taken the command of Wayne's Division. 
Wayne & Hand are to be his Brigadiers, Lowry & Capt. 
Gray (formerly of Moylan's Regt.) his Aids. I believe 
they are over much pleased with it. Butler wrote him 
respecting our pay, Garrigues, Peters, Grant and myself 
are to be the same, with Cranch 75, Richard and Martin 
50. — this is not so bad I assure you. 
Your sincere friend 

J. W. Checkley. 

[To John Reed, Boston.] 



Boston 9 th March 1779. 
Dear Jack 

Poor Boston is now reduced to what it never was 
before, hundreds of families do not get a morsell of Bread 
for two weeks together. Bisketts which were formerly 
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one Copper pr. piece are now one third of a dollar & ex- 
ceedingly scarce at that. God knows what will be the 
event as there is a great uneasiness on the embargo laid 
on Grain by the Southern States. There is a Committee 
appointed by the Councel to go as far as Maryland to 
purchase Wheat and to supply their necessities. Hats 
are 75 Dls pr. piece, Broad Cloth £20 pr yard — these 
rather lower than they are with you. We have a great 
plenty of most excellent Lemmons & Oranges, Port Wine 
four dollars, Maderia 6 Dls pr. bottle, meat of almost 
every kind is a dollar pr pound, in short it seems as if 
the devil had possessed the Country folks — there is a great 
enmity betwixt them and the Town. No prizes have 
lately arrived here. 

Doubtless you have the letter my brother wrote you 
from Providence giving an acct. of my brother Sam's 
death. 

Your sincere friend 

J. W. Checkley. 

[To John Reed, Philada.] 



Providence Mar. 1, 1779. 
Dear Jack, 

I rec'd this minute the melancholy news of brother 
Sam's death of the Dropsy. . . I enquired as you re- 
quested me for Capt. Hopkins, but I learned by a letter 
from Boston that 3 frigates viz. the Warren, Queen of 
France and the Ranger are waiting in Boston harbor 
only for a fair wind, having some transports under convoy 
with Col. Craft's Regiment of the Train & 12 pieces 
Artillery, the destination of which is not known, but it 
is concluded they are bound to the Southward. We 
yesterday received an account of six British ships of the 
line being captured by the French, the circumstances of 
which are, that the British Ministry having rec'd intel- 
ligence of a reinforcement sailing to join Count d'Estang, 
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immediately dispatched six ships of the line to intercept 
them, which coming to the knowledge of the French, 
they immediately despatched 12 ships of the line in pur- 
suit of them, came up with them and took the whole, 
but the account wants confirmation. 

I hear there has been a fire near Chestnut street in 
Front street, don't fail to write me how our friends near 
the corner came off — make my compliments to them. 
Yours in sincerity 

RiCH d Checkley. 

[To John Reed, Philada.] 



Boston June 20, 1779. 
Dear Jack. 

I have been here a few days with my sister Sayer (who 
is travelling for her health), but I assure you the gay 
circles I here spend my time in do not afford me any 
amusement compared with those happy hours we have 
spent together in company with those of our acquaint- 
ances in Philadelphia. I see so much formality & cere- 
mony observed in all companies that I have contracted 
I may also say an inveterate prejudice against Boston. 
I believe my disgust at the present carryings on may be 
attributed in a great measure to my living in so retired 
a manner for some months past, but since I left Phila- 
delphia I do not seem to relish any amusement with the 
same Degree of satisfaction that I did when with you, 
for reasons that you are not ignorant of. 

I congratulate you on the agreeable News received 
from the Southward & hope that advantages together 
with the means that are making use of to establish the 
Currency will render the situation of our Public Affairs 
more favorable. . . 

Your Friend 

RicH d Checkley. 

[To John Reed, Philada.] 
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